[Anesthesia in elderly patients: results of an INSERM survey].
This study analyses the results of a national prospective inquiry, made in France between 1978 and 1982, with regard to patients over 60-year-old. In this group, including 20% of all surgical patients, occur 54% of all complications and 65% of all cardiac arrests related to anaesthesia (partially or totally). The complications are mainly circulatory and less often respiratory. Among the latter the major events are unrecognized ventilatory depression and aspiration of gastric content during recovery period. These data substantiate the necessity of an adequately staffed and equipped recovery room.